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DR TODD. —FATAL EFFECT OF THE 
STIMULATING TREATMENT. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE * MEDICAL CIRCULAR.* 

Sir, — ^Your correspondent in the ' Circular* of February 
15th, signing himself "Justus,** is hardly true to the title 
he assumes. To be so, while in the act of questioning, 
through three interrogatories, the professional worth of a 
Physician recently deceased, who, at all events, contrived 
within the last eight years, and especially since Dr 
Bright's death, to get himseK numbered among the leading 
Practitioners of the day, " Justus ** should have signed his 
own proper name and title, that the public might judge 
how far his own character and reputation as a medical 
man entitled him to question or to appeal against the 
judgment of that portion of the London Society which 
looked upon Dr Todd as a distinguished Physician. 

Now, it has happened to be my fate to differ from that 
judgment on the only occasion on which I met him in 
consultation, through a too fatal experience of his erroneous 
views, both theoretical and practical. That experience 
convinced me that Dr Todd's popularity was but another 
of the many illustrations I have met with, in the course of 
a long professional life, of good Dr Baillie*s remark to me, 
"that mere luck, rather than science and skill, oftener 
places a London Physician at the top of the tree. Look 
around you,** he used to say ; and so we may say stUl. 
M. Salgues, ia his work entitled 'Prejug^sdes Eeputations/ 
has well defined this species of popularity. 
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Such being my conviction, 1 hesitate not to deliver it to 
the public through your columns, signed with my name, 
and thus reply to " Justus's " third interrogatory by the 
following tragical narrative. May it prove a warning to 
my junior contemporaries not to walk in the steps of one 
who attempted to revive, in its most unmitigated and 
pernicious form, the Brunonian system. 

The late Member for Ashton, whose unlimited confidence 
I had enjoyed for fifteen years, being taken suddenly ill on 
Saturday, the 21st of November, 1857, at eleven b'clock at 
night, I was hastily summoned to his side by his son-in- 
law, the Member for Wigan, who had fortunately just 
arrived from the country, at Dartmouth House, St James's 
Park. I found the patient excited, very red in the face, 
with a full pulse. I had seen him in similar attacks 
before ; but on the present occasion there was addded to 
the momentary cerebral excitement a certain degree of 
hallucination. I was aware that there had existed many 
causes to produce this unfortunate state — some of a 
domestic afflicting nature, by which he had been made a 
solitary being in his house ; others of a commercial 
description connected with the gigantic panic of that 
period, although his credit and his extensive manufacturing 
concerns never suffered in reality from it ; and others, 
finally, of a dietetic character. I prescribed the usual 
remedies, which on every former occasion had succeeded, 
and left him under the affectionate care of his relative. 

On the following morning, 22nd November, there was 
some amendment, consequent on the effect of the medicines 
prescribed and the strict diet enjoined. As it was necessary 
that some medical man should be near at hand, it was 
suggested that Mr Lavies, of Great George street, should 
be requested to visit the patient, and watch and note the 
progress of the complaint, which was, in fact, an impending 
phrenitis. 

On Monday, the 23rd, the symptoms became more pro- 
minent, and the remedies employed were, consequently, 
more energetic. The patient, apparently clear of intellect, 
had become contentious, and even pugnacious, sitting up 
in bed, and, in his loudest tones, abusing son-in-law, phy- 
sician, and attendants — even his much-attached man- 
servant. 

Early on Tuesday, 24fth November, a note from the former, 



thus couclii^d, — " Mr Ilindley has liail a veiy sudden 
attack, pray come," — brought me to Mm. Mr Lavies was 
there, who had judiciously applied a strong synapiam to 
the nape of the neck. Partial paralysis had taken place 
of the organ of speech ; and although excitement made the 
patient gesticulate as he was lying in bed and called out 
aloud, he was unable to put together his phraaea or complete 
his words. Heat all over the head was intense. Cold 
towels were applied to it, which became heated immediately 
and steamed. The eyes were glistening ; his puJse was 
quick, full, and strong. I despatched an express for Mr 
Mapleson, while I remained in attendance with Mr Lavies. 
A strong aperient draught, which I had previously pre- 
scribed, had been administered early in the morning. 

On Mr MaplcBon'a arrival, six ounces of blood were 
directed to be taken by cupping as Mgh up in the neck as 
the sj-uapism would allow, two glasses on each aide, which 
was quickly done. The operator was directed to remain 
in attendance in case of his services being again requiii-d. 
At my second visit, three hours after, I found the cupping 
had decidedly relieved the patient ; and his son-in-law 
admitted as much. The pulse was neither so full nor so 
quick The heat of the head had lessened, and there was 
no longer the disposition to be violent to those around liim, 
while his hands remained quiet. His loquacity, however, 
imperfect as it was, continued. Some calomel and James' 
powder combined were given, and the black draught ordered 
to be repeated. In the evening, at half aftei' nine, there 
was a stU! greater improvement ; he had had some quiet sleep, 
spoke more coherently and perfectly, knew me and 
answered my questions, but continued excited, especially 
against the people aroimd him. He reasoned oddly, and 
always on money mattere. An experienced nurse was pro- 
cured to tend him through the night alternately with his 
housekeeper and his man-servant, who never quitted his 
bed-chamber ; and a consultation with Dr Bright was 
determined upon for the morrow. 

At my moraing visit on the Soth, I ascertained that the 
calomel and James' powder had produced seven veiy dark 
and almost putrid stools, The pulse waa reduced to 100, 
and intermitted. The head behig still hot, cold water hatl 
continually been api)Iied. Tlie tongue was much cleaner. 
The patient had become much more ti-actable, and took 




four table-spoonfuls of vermicelli broth from my hands, 
which he had refused to take before. He knew me perfectly, 
and replied coherently to my questions ; but the attention 
and very assiduous care of his son-in-law seemed to make 
no impression. Dr Bright, at our first consultation in the 
afternoon, coincided with me in the view of the case ; the 
calomel was ordered to be repeated and a blister applied, 
while minute doses of tartar emetic were to be administered 
every four hours. Notwithstanding aU these effective 
remedies, I found the patient on the following morning, 
Thursday the 26th, in a state of violent delirium, with a 
strong full pulse, not knowing me or Mr- Lavies, threaten- 
ing to strike both him and me and every one else around 
him, talking of imprisonment and treachery, and pointing 
to his man-servant as the traitor. 

I shall now, Sir, proceed to copy from my Medical 
Register the entries of each subsequent visit as they stand 
there in extenso ; and you will bear with my prolixity when 
you consider how important it is to the right judgment of 
the case, and its tragical termination, that none of its fea- 
tures should be omitted, nor any circumstance suppressed. 
Two of the principal actors in the drama, alas ! have gone 
before me, who was their senior in age and in length of 
practice, though far below their elevated station in public 
estimation. One other medical witness alone is alive, 
and he will know whether my narrative is according to 
truths 

Nov. 26. — I am thoroughly convinced that the brain is 
again lying under the pressure of increased vascularity, 
which will lead to typhoid symptoms, unless properly 
checked by depletion and other active means. The bowels 
had acted amply last night, and he was comparatively placid 
and intelligent ; and now, after five hours* sleep obtained 
without the q^id of opiates, he awakes furious. The first 
cupping had produced unmistakeable relief for a season ; a 
sharp blister next calmed the rising storm for twenty-four 
hours ; and now cupping again alone can lull the present 
much more threatening symptoms. I think Dr Bright did 
not take a sufficiently comprehensive view of the case, from 
the want of kuowledge of the patient's robust frame 
and constitution. However, Mr Lavies entirely agreed that 
cupping was again absolutely required, and Mapleson was 
consequently summoned. I learned afterwards that, owing 



to the patient's great violence, the operation could not be 
accomplished : in the course of the day, that violence, with 
incessant loquacity, increaaeA At the conaultation in the 
middle of the day, finding the cupping defeated, Dr Bright 
suggested a small anodyne, the draught of which, though 
simple, was soon rejected, in consequence of which Mi 
Laviea gave some anodyne drops instead At the second 
consultation in the evening, we found the patient more 
deliriona and violent than ever ; his pulse 120, full and in- 
compressible ; eyes glistening ; vigorous action of the arms, 
and at one time threatenings to jump out of bed, declaring 
he would not submit to being kept in prison. On with- 
drawing from the bed-room, I expressed my opinion that 
unless cupping was again had recourse to, there was little 
chance of the patient surviving. Dr Bright agreed ; and 
he himself wrote a note to Mapleson to come and take away 
8 oz, more of blood from the neck. I learned next day 
that the operation was performed at eleven o'clock the same 
evening without any resistance on the part of the patient 
(being a measure he had himself had recourse to when ill 
on former occasions), who soon after fell asleep, and slept 
quietly for five hours, only occasionally snoring while on 
hia back, but not at all when on his right side, to which he 
would tnm by himself and go to sleep again. 

Such was the satisfactory report when I visited the 
patient earlyonthe 27th. The patient was then lying on his 
right aide, his face turned towards a gl aring siudight passing 
through a crimson curtain He was asleep. His respira- 
tion, 24 in the minute, was equal, soft, and well di«wn. 
Nothuig could be more promising. We had evidently 
subdued the phrenetic state of the bi'ain ; and as the patient's 
constitution waa sound, without any appearance of weak- 
ness, still less of prostration, there was every ground for a 
favourable prognosis ; and such opinion I communicated to 
his relative 

To my great surprise, however, on leaving the room hia 
Bon-in-law informed me that, at the solicitation of some 
relatives, and without previously consulting either Dr 
Bright or myself, he had requested Dr. Todd to join in the 
approaching consultation at two o'clock that same afternoon. 
I deemed it my duty to observe to him, that in a multipli- 
city of connsels in medical questions there was no wisdom, 
but confusion. Things were now wearing an encoui'aging 



aspect : we were perfectly aware of the nature of the com- 
plaint, which we had met energetically. It required no new 
light to be thrown upon it, and new coimsels coidd only 
serve to bring some new-fangled idea or crotchet peculiar to 
the individual freshly called in, which woidd arrest the pro- 
gress of our good treatment, or make us lose time. At 
present all that was required was to repeat the coimter- 
irritants to the head should it show more symptoms of 
excitement, appropriate purgatives, and the administration 
of suitable nutriment with broth and jellies, and, by-and- 
by, some wine. 

Matters were in this state when Dr Todd was introduced 
at two o'clock at the consultation, after he had visited the 
patient upstairs with myseK and Dr Bright Dr Todd was 
not five minutes, by my watch, at the bedside. He felt 
his pulse, pulled his eyelids open, roused the sleeping 
patient with questions as to whether he knew him and 
those around him, which were answered by " No " as to 
Dr Todd, and " Yes " when the patient looked round to 
Dr Bright, Mr Lavies, and myself, and dropt asleep 
again. like Dr Todd, I also felt the ptdse: it was frequent, 
but soft ; and the skin felt moist. I fully anticipated that 
at our deliberation downstairs Dr Todd woidd say, "Well, 
gentlemen, you have weathered the storm, brought matters 
to a favourable pass, and need only continue in the usual 
course of aU such cases, and our invalid will do well." I 
apprised him that I had attended the patient on four or five 
occasions of cerebral excitation, which gave way invariably 
to the local abstraction of blood and the persevering 
influences of mild mercurial pui^atives ; that his constitu- 
tion was a robust one, and that, though verging on sixty- 
two years of age, he had fifteen years of good life in him 
stilL Dr Todd heard all this listlessly; he was evidently 
alarmed, and thought more of his own system of medicine, 
for he thus spoke in his turn : " The patient is slipping 
through your fingers from delirium tremens. The only 
thing that can save him is one ounce of brandy in water 
every half-hour, until half-past five o'clock p.m. (three 
hours and a half), when we shall meet again ; or a full 
glass of port wine, under any circumstance, every hour : 
and this direction must be strictly complied with." We 
met at half-past five. The patient knew me, and asked me 
l^ow I did; his pulse had come down from 140 to 120, and 
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there was a profuse and wftrm perspiration. He opened 
bis eyes more than onoe, and smiled at some jocular 
i^emarks of Dr Todd ; but the drowsiness was very great 
There had been no more violence since the cupping, which 
had decidedly arrested the delirium. Dr Todd insisted on 
the brandy treatment being continued, the quantity only 
being reduced to half an ounce every half-hour at my 
pressing instigation, and with the concurrence of Dr Bright 
This quantity was to be continued through the night imtil 
we met next day at half-past two o'clock, I asked what 
discretionary power was left to Mr Lavies and to myself, 
who would see the patient in the evening and again early 
in the morning. "There wiU be occasion for none" w.^ 
the answer, and we parted. 

Saturday, the 28tii, saw me at my patients bedside at 
nine o'clock. Dr Todd's brandy treatment had been 
strictly adhered to, Mr Lavies having kept a note of every 
dose, and of the total quantity taken. The patient was 
plunged into intoxicated stupor and unconquerable dix)wsi- 
ness. The pupil did not contract ; the tongue, which was 
yesterday moist, and which he now put out but once after 
being a&ked repeatedly to do so, was dry and brown ; the 
pidse, counted three times over, was at 120, feeble and 
compressible — r^pimtion 26. On being called by his 
name, and asked how he felt, he answered, " I am better ;'* 
but soon relapsed into drowsiness, and would answer no 
more, I took upon myself to direct a diminution of tlie 
quantity of the stimulant, by lengthening tlie intervals of 
its administration. At hali-]^t two o'clock we met : more 
brandy was determined upon every half-hour again, which, 
as a concession to myself, was changed for one hour's 
intei^val. But a second consultation at a quaa^ter to six 
o'clock in the evening, at which increased stimidant was 
again directed, elicited a distinct antagonistic o^union 
l>etween Dr Todd and myself That gentleman did not 
hesitate to say, " that if the j^atient was then worse, which 
we all (Dr Toiid himself included) agreed was the case, we 
might thank my having oixlered, that morning, the ounce of 
biuiidy to Ih> given every hour instead of every half-hour, 
by which three jfir€ciom das^s of the stimulant had been 
lost'* Upon winch Dr Bright smiled and said, " Come, 
come, that is rather too strong !" Nevertheless he gave in 
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to the perseverii^ determiuatiou of Dr Todd, to again 
increase the brandy to one ounce every half-hour ; upon 
which I ventured to make the following remarks : " As the 
physician who has charge of the patient, I think it my 
duty to state that I do not adopt, under conviction of its 
propriety, the advice of continuing the same over-stimu- 
lating treatment, against which, on the contrary, I solemnly 
protest. I wish to know, Dr Todd, what you are driving 
at with such a treatment. "What is your rationale for such 
a practice, at all events in our present caset I am not like one 
of the Great Frederick's soldiers, who were bidden to follow 
their leader without inquiring into his tactica I hold o\ir 
patient's brain to be now under alcoholic influence to an 
intense degree. Were its skull-cap removed, it would not, 
like that of Torick, smeU of corruption, but of alcoholic 
intoxication. I disagree entirely as to the alleged fact, that 
at each consultation the patient has been better : I contend, 
on the contrary, that he has been worse, and this evening 
more so than ever. N"o doubt, a dose of stimulant, such 
as was ordered at the first consultation, was a projmr 
treatment after depletion, rendered inevitably necessaiy by 
the plirenitic state of the brain ; and, accordingly, we 
observed an amendment in the evening. The nervous 
system, which had been quieted before, continued tranquil ; 
the skin was temperately warm and in a perspiration, as 
was the bead also — a critical change for the better. The 
sensorium was becoming clearer ; the pulse had come down 
twenty pulsations, and was soft. There was no sickness, 
no distension of the abdomen ; the tongue was moist ; and 
he recognised me and spoke of Lancashire collectedly. He 
had great inclination to sleep under the action of opiates 
previously administered, and whose effect was necessarily 
augmented by the brandy ingested, — and he liad taken 24 
oz. of animal broth. TTiere, then, the stimulating plan 
should have stopped : but you insisted on continuing it 
More brandy has been poured down the throat ever sinc^ 
wliich brought on cerebral oppression, from botli arterial 
and venous congestion ; and a deterioration of every 
symptom has ensued, which has been continuous and 
uninterrupted Do but persevere in your treatment, and 
the patient will not live beyond Monday." Upon which 
Dr Bright smilingly remarked, " Oh, the Doctor is not only 
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known to be poetical, but prophetic ;" — alluding to my 
prediction of Nicholas* death. I left the consultation, and 
the brandy doses were ordered to be continued. 

Eetuming home on foot from Dartmouth House, I 
chanced to meet a parliamentary friend of my patient, and 
an old patient of mine, who, with me, had only three 
months before seen his friend healthy and vigorous in 
Germany, albeit afflicted at the sudden loss of his only 
child ; and to him I communicated my worst anticipations : 
" Here is a chance for you, Sir Charles, if you are anxious 
to return to Parliament : the Member for Ashton is dying. 
They are giving him at the rate of a pint and a half of 
brandy every twenty-four hours ; and if that system is 
continued, he will be a dead man in three days." Sir 
Charles was quite shocked at the suddenness of the 
announcement : he was not, however, prepared or willing 
to look for a borough with which he had not the most 
remote connection ; but he knew a gentleman, lately 
repudiated by his former constituents, who was not a 
stranger to the locality, and to whom such information 
as I had just given would be of the utmost service if given 
with so much assurance; "for I know," observed Sir 
Charles, "I can rely upon your judgment, and he shall have 
it immediately." Thus we parted. It will presently be 
seen what this extraneous digression has to do with my 
narrative; 

As in duty bound, I did not fail to impress that same 
day my apprehension and my solemn protest against the 
manner in which the patient was treated on his relative, 
who kept watching him with great anxiety. I added that, 
but for my great personal regard, I should discontinue my 
visits ; at the same time I felt that, as the physician in 
charge, I ought not to abandon my post, though unable 
to do good. 

On the following Sunday, 29th November, therefore, I met 
again the consultation early in the morning. In a report 
in writing by Mr Lavies, that gentleman seemed inclined 
to form a favourable opinion of the case. Upon exa- 
mination, however, I found the pulse at 32 in the quarter- 
minute ; tongue dry and brown, with sordes on the teeth ; 
the wrist and hand hot, without any perspiration ; the face 
elongated ; no possibility of getting him to answer a single 
question, except a repetition of the last word of the question 
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itselt The pupil, when the eyehd was drawn np, appeared 
dilated, and the hght contracted it but Bhghtly. Thei-o were 
twitcliings of the handa ; the abdomen was extensively dis- 
tended by flatus, a great quantity of which had passed 
away through a canula introduced into the rectum through 
the night ; no fseces had been evacuated, and the urine had 
come away involuntarily : in fact, here was a man, in my 
opinion, made artifieiaUy apopleptic. Dr Todd proposed 
tn sluice the head with cold water, so intensely hot was it 
I raised it with some difficulty from the pillow, wliile the 
Doctor suddenly placed on the crown a large sponge with 
cold water, squeezing it at the same time. It made tlie 
patient start on his seat and give a scream, putting up both 
his hands at the same time to rub down his hair. I tohl 
him it was his favourite cold shower-bath he was so fond 
ot, and took the opportunity of asking some questions, but 
no answers came. He remained afterwards some time on 
his right elbow without being supported, and stroked down 
the wet hair again with his left hand, his eyes remaining 
closed all the time. I urged a repetition of the cold water : 
I>r Todd complied, and an immense evolution of heat and 
steam follow^ The nnrse had reported him to have been 
more restless, that he picked his clothes and tried to tear 
them ; nevertheless, a dose of the brandy was again ad- 
ministered in my presence. I turned away in grief and 
went down stairs, followed by the other physicians, who 
were immediately called hack, as the patient had been sick. 
They returned to me, saying it was nothing. Much dis- 
cussion now ensued. I maintained my opposition to the 
continuance of these frequent alcoholic ingestions, and 
urged their cessation. Dr Bright related the case of a nieca 
of Dr Clutterbuck, reduced to a similar state by a con- 
tinuous use of stimulants under Dr Southwood Smith, 
which the uncle took upon himself to stop at once, and the 
young lady recovered. I thought Dr Bright was about to 
side with me ; but no — he agreed, on the contrary, with Dr 
Todd for a repetition of an ounce of brandy every hour, 
instead of every half-hour, as before ; to diminish the 
quinine dose from six to three grains every six hours ; to 
sponge the head every hour ; and if some real turtle-soup 
could be procured, to give it On that day a professional 
journey to Enfield prevented my being pre-^ent at the nest 
consultation, which a little note I fuund Iroin Dr Bright, 
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on my return home, informed me had taken place at 8 p.m., 
when the brandy was ordered to be continued every half- 
hour, and a purgative enema to be administered I went to 
Dartanouth House, nevertheless, the same evening, but did 
not rouse the patient. I counted 132 beats at his wrist, 
which, with his hand, was hot and dry. The head also was 
hot, and the temporal pulsation stronger than at the wrist. 
There was jactitation, and a throwing about of the arms. 
It was discovered that he suffered pain in the act of swallow- 
ing, for in the act of deglutition tears ran from his eyes. 
Privately I repeated my worst fears to his son-in-law, and 
that the inevitable conclusion was fast approaching. 

On the following Monday, Nov. 30, being the ninth day 
from the seizure, at the morning consultation at half-past 
nine o'clock, the state of stupor and insensibility under the 
infliction of the brandy-and-water (that is, one ounce of 
brandy and one of water) throughout the night was 
complete. Life was ebbing fast ; indeed, at one time we 
all thought he was dying, especially when he was forcibly 
raised from the pillow to have his throat examined by Dr 
Todd The stimulating injection, with port wine, quinine, 
and castor-oil, was ordered to be repeated — doubtful if we 
should find him again alive. In the evening, however, 
after a copious motion, the patient appeared to be a shade 
better. Dr Todd endeavoured, by shouts and some rough 
shaking of the head, to make him answer his questions, 
but in vain. The brain was steeped in alcohol ; he had an 
iron cap on his head. The abdomen had suddenly acquired 
an enoLous lympanitic expansion, which had^^ as 
might have been expected, soon after the first injection, 
from the internal volatilisation, at a temperature of 110 
degrees, no doubt, of that cursed drug turpentine ! A 
consultation followed They were deliberating whether a 
blister or synapism should be applied to the head or to the 
region of the heart, Dr Todd inclining for the latter, and 
whether another stimulating injection should be given. I 
entreated a suspension of all such measures. " Keep your 
hands off a dying man ; torment him no longer. You are 
perplexing yourself with this symptom and that symptom, 
when you have none, and never had but one phenomenon 
in progress before you since the commencement of your 
stimulating treatment-a total insensibility of the brain 
from sheer alcoholisation. Stop all inward stimulants." 
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But my counsel did not prevail ; the stiuiulaiita were 
ordered to Le continued, and I came away in sadness and 
disgust We were never to meet again. The sufferer 
ceased to suffer tliat same night, tliua verifying my 
prognosis. 

He had deliberately been made to swallow one hundred 
ftnd twenty ounces, or six imperial pints, of brandy in about 
seventy-two hours. I refused to sign the certificate of his 
death: Mr Lavies did so— Cawse, "Ceeebkal Afpection.'XO 
After that declaration. Sir, and my own exposition of the 
case, how will the advocates of the "stimidation doctrine," 
and the pupils of Dr Todd, including your more recent 
correspondent "E." (another anonymous), defend the 
" cbaractoristies of his practice," or admire his diagnostic 
and therapeutical judgment? It stands now recorded on 
the pages of those awful folios in the catacombs of the 
Eegistrar-Geueral of England, which I brought so promi- 
nently forward in a recent volume ' On Sudden Death,' 
that the late Member for Aahton died " of cerebrsd 
affection," Now, either this cerebral affection was a 
primary disease — and then my system of cupping, pur- 
gatives, and diaphoretics was the most appropriate for its 
recovery, and the opposite, or Bmnonian plan, likely to 
hasten its fatal result — or the cerebral aflection was a 
secondary disease; and in that case the 120 ounces of 
brandy was an experiment which gave riae to it, leading 
to an equally fatal result There ia no escaping from 
the dilemma. It may be all very well for the Corypheus of 
a new medical doctrine to make such experiments in corpore 
I'ili, but in our case the experiment has been far too costly. 
The results have not only affected an individual and his 
family, but for a moment involved the interests of the 
nation. 

The death of a most excellent man, twelve years at least 
before his natural time ; the loss to society of a well-known 
and enlightened philanthropist, and to Parhament of one 
of its most assiduous members, who hod served twenty- 
two years ; the sadden removal of a kind master and 
benefactor to hundreds of workmen and their families : 
these were the immediate and sad results of an obstinate 
adherence to one of the most pernicious practices ever 
palmed upon an ignorant public. The remote results were 
not less disastrous, perhaps. My fatal anticipations, men- 
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tioned to Sir Charles — ^the gentleman alluded to in my 
episodic digression — ^were instantly communicated to Mr 
Milner Gibson, the repudiated Member for Manchester, who, 
I doubt not, lost not a moment in going down to Ashton to 
curry favour among people who would soon have to exer- 
cise the privilege of voting for a new representative. He 
thus distanced in the field his competitors, local and worthy 
men, Messrs Mason and Astley, and even Serjeant Shea, 
who arrived too late. They all knew on the spot of the 
illness of their sitting Member ; but none except Mr. Gibson 
knew that, in two days, his seat would be vacant. He took 
his measures accordingly ; waited for the sad event, and 
the issue of a new writ — both which occurrences took place 
within five days — and in due time stepped into the violently- 
vacated seat. Six weeks after, the new Member for Ashton 
moved that famous resolution condemnatory of the Ministry, 
which threw out the strongest-headed, the most sagacious, 
and by far the cleverest Prime Minister of the day, whether 
in England or on the Continent, and let in the opposing 
party, to be itself culbute soon after, in order that the ousted 
Ministry might again be reinstated^ with Mr Gibson as one 
pf its members ; representing, for the first time, the element 
of what is called "pure democracy " in an English Cabinet! 
Its thin wedge being thus once introduced, will, with the 
influence of Bright at St Stephen's and of Cobden at the 
Tuileries, go far to change the character of the administra- 
tion and fortune of the country ; for the which we shall 
have to thank the new doctrine of " stimulation ;" as, most 
assuredly, neither Mason, nor Astley, nor even Serjeant 
Shea, would have been the man to upset Lord Palmerston. 

I am, &c., 

A. B. GEANVILLE, M.D., F.RS. 



1 Curz<y>i street^ May/cur, 
24th Feb,y 1860. 
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